
HAYTI A LAND OF GREAT UNDEVELOPED NATURAL RESOURCES
Roger W. Babson Dis

cusses Wealth and Fu-

ture Prospects of Tur-
bulent Little Island
Republic

Bl ROOM w. s)ABtOt,
Wgl n bright sunny morning In

ITM:ii. h When, on my way to toutll
America, i Hopped at Port an

Prince, the n tit t of the black rt
public of the island of Hijftl. Thli

ind hold! the distinction of being

,ie first to be nnd the Inst to
3a) developed Of the Western Hemi-
sphere. Moreover, i have iion told
thM It contains the richest anil and
tho Krrnt.'.it possibilities of develop-
ment of nny territory in continental
America or tho adjoining islands, on
the other hand, we .ill know that It

has tho worst government of any land
in the Weetem Hemisphere, it being
ruled entirely by negroes

Briefly, the latand of Hayti com-
prises ationt 10,000 square rellea, or
n territory equal to the whole of New
p.ngland. and Is divided Into two na-

tions. The. eastern portion of the
Inland is ruled ty the Dominion M nnd
comprises about two-third- s of the
Inland, with a population of l.aOO.000.
while the western third of the Island
i mied by I hi Qovernmeni of Hayti
and has a population of 3,000,000. The
capital of laMo Domingo is Batyn
llotnlngo eity. while the Capital of
Hayti Is Port an Prince, which wn.s
the city 1 visited.

This city Is snld to contain 70.00O

people, of Whom It.tfO are black and
reventy are white. It Is sltuand on
a etde hill by a half mismshnped
harbor, with but one wharf. Whether
we were unable to moor nl this wharf
on account of the shallow water or
on account of the big wharfage charges
Q)o not know, but at any rate we
anchored at a distance from shore.
Very close to the I'nlted States bat-
tleship South Carolina, the men of
which endeavored to keep eoe In the
city pending our visit.

Upon going ashore In a launch the
first things which greeted me were
some galling guns, under which some
dirty, half dressed soldiers were lazily
sleeping. Incidentally I was Interested
In the way these galling guns were
get; namely, so that they 0OUM not
he turned on the city. Thin at once
reminded me of a atory that real anna
had been taken away from the police-
men of the city and tin swords given
them Instead, in order that they could
do no damage' Certainly it waa
gmuatng to see these Ik5- - policemen
Talking alsnit the city dressed as

play aoidlera with tin swords such as
a boy would pureha as at any toy store.

The principal purpose of aoidlera is
to furnish voters. The law provides
for an election of President about
once in seven yenrs. but no President
lias yet completel his term of servloe,
and I h ive forgotten the large mimlr
who have served less than a year.

When a President Is elected he
br.ius to the capital his soldiers and
these aoidlera apparently form the
electorate for the coming elections,
which are held for various purposes.
Certainly the gangs who control the
politics of some of our large dtlea
could get exceedingly valuable points
by vi-- : ting this Island. When the
poi; open the policemen and soldiers
immediately vote. After performing
ihls nereaaary function their further
duty Is to prevent any one else vot-
ing on the pretence of keeping order.

Hence It Is evident that a revolu-
tion often perforins a necessary and
economic function In Haytlat. gov-
ernment. In fact an American who
Is y residing in the city Bald:
"These revolutions, Mr. Habson. are
riot so bad as they are painted, but
rather are absolutely necessary at
times. Moreover, they do not cost as
much nor disturb business as sri-ousl- y

as do our Presidential elections
In the States."

I was also Interested to learn that
the financing of these revolutions Is
an active ami profitable industry, :i
shipboard 1 learned about a man from
California who hud formed a company
for financing revolutions in ttaytl
and certain Central American repub-
lics. Of course the securities or this
company are very fluctuating in
value, but 1 am told that the profits
are often exceedingly great and that
the men who originally Invested their
money therein have received It bach
eeeera.1 times. A man whom I met
on the steamer and who Is very well
acquainted with the head of this cor-
poration sin III thai he could get me
aome stock If I desired.

The policemen I found from ex-
perience, are obliged to finance them-
selves. However, I saw no black-
mailing;. They simply come to you
In a frank and kindly nanncr and.
holding out their hats, nsk or a con-
tribution. It Is an unwritten law
that if you ask the policeman a
queetion you should fee htm. This is
similar to a custom which existed In
parta of Oermany when I first went
there nnd travelled on the street oars
I found that the conductors were
obliged, almost exclusively, to depend
upon fees that they received front
passenccrs who asked to be left at a
certain street.

The 'Hayttana are certainly not
ashamed tif their color, as has ap-
peared at times to be the case with
the negroes of our own country. To
begin with, they have placed in Hie
constitution of the land a clause so
that oniv Mack men can let-all- own
land, li n e when the bank, Which
la opera t d hy American capital, de-

sires to an money on real estate
ami accept a mortgai e as security it
must work through a third party who
mm! be " good black full blooded
negro.

Not only have they proudly asserted
their color in their constitution and
laws, but it has likewise entered Into
their religion. By profession they are
nil Catholics aid the catholic cathe-
dral In the city Is a beautiful structure,
They, however, are apparently in dis-
agreement with other good Cithollc
bodies as to the color of Hie saints.
for In this church was surprised
io find thai
the Apostle-an-

that u

' he Virgin Mai I and all
hnd been panned blink
In the honest belief of

tuaay Haytiana that these foundi re uf
the Church were Mac k

I barvi) icing involved In
a row in the central post office, where
I went to mail a letter to my office
at Wellecley II IS The postage on
this letter amounted 'o abu it 10 cents,
out for giving me thin nifn nia' ion
..ne or two negroes :n the lobby
scorned to think ii was ni ssarv to
lM feed. 1 n il l got mak, out whither
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these negroes expecied a fie from me
or the postmaster, but certainly there
wae a grand discussion. Mad It not
been for the Iron railing separating
the various combatants I am sure the
post office Would have Itcen closed for
the rest of the dav owing to the In-

ability of the employees to attend to
business ,

After th.s disturbance had lieen
th-- With the payment of some good
American money I was asked if I
would like to take the letter upstnlre.
Downetalra consisted of the general
di livery department of the post office,
lobby, sVm but the ussortlns; of the
mall and the "examination of he mall
bags' (which probably Is a very lu-

crative business In the Kind) Is car-
ried on upstairs.

I found that on the payment of
five cents additional 1 had the per-
sonal privilege of carrying my letter
Upatalra and seeing It dropped Into
a big box or mall lmg which pre-
sumably prevented its being stolen
until the time of the departure of
the New York mails. Certainly this Is
an improvement on any scheme of
registration which I have yen seen,
provided of course that the box Is
strong enough and that the key of
the padlock Is In the post office at
New York

After visiting this Havllan post
Office my next visit was at the office
of the I'nlted States Consul The day
I called the Consul was not present,
being at his home in one of the sub-
urbs, but the Vice --Consul, who was an
exceedingly obliging mail. Waa present.
Uf course, like the rest of the good
Haytlai s. he was blaek and a loyal
subject. Moreover, he has Iteen to this
country und was an extremely Intelli-
gent and courteous person.

The Consul' office looked very much
like a garage. It was made of stone
with big Open doors In front and win-

dows without glass If I remember
Correctly. However, the office was a
palace compared with the building of
the Haytlan Chamber of Commerce,.
This is a stone building with the words
"Chambre de Commerce" In Inrge let-

ters on the outside, I went there and,
nfter considerable difficulty, obtained
admittance, and was surprised to And
the nly occupant an old and dlsmrree-ubl- e

looking mule.
The members of the chamber of

commerce were at the market, i.nd
consequently I went to (be market.
or all the marketa In mi the landi that
I have Vtllted th.s was the most Inter-
esting and the most uncleanly. Ba
Heath an elaborate roof, about BOO by
L'fiU feet, was a mass of surging hu-
manity.

1 roughly estimated that there must
have been about 4uu persons under this
roof Jabbering and dickering with one
another. They were selling vegetables
und fruits of every deacrlptlon, all
kinds of blrda and fowls, which were
alive, and here and there were mon-
keys, turtles, pigs and various other
specimens of the animal world, which
Were al'O adding their shnre to the
geio-ra- confualon,

I soon found, hoiv. v er. that the people
In this market had two sources of

one source the selling of goods
nnd the otior picking pocketa. They
picked no pocket and the pockets of
ull visitors, Including those who came
to buy and those who came to sell. I
think one of the funniest mhIus I ever
saw waa a woman in this crowd pi k--

a pocket Which she found to be
her own. Unabashed sin- simply held
up what she had found and put it back
as a treat Joke upon herself

The prices m Ill's mat;,.' were, of
eoiir e. tempting, drape fruit, U0 In a
box. n.st $1.5(1 a box; bunches of
bananas, luu in a bunch, sold at 3.1

cents a bunch; while oranges sold for
about 1 cents a dozen. Kven greater
bargains Here obtained from ped 'is.

one of my travelling companions
gave his guide 1.', cen'v Willi which
io purchase some orung s, and the
man returned with a half buahel
basket full end a i pie of dozen
bananas on lop ITpon asking the
guide how lie was to get these on
shipboard the guide told him thai
tl.e basket Was Imbuled, ; , I upon
remonstrating with the guide for
buying an bananas the guide replied
that they were placed on lop "to
protect the oranges from the sun."
.siicr reaching the ship he counted
lb. orangN and found that there
were fifty-seve- thus getting a good
half bushel basket, fifty-seve- n oranges
and two dozen oananas for IT, cents.
ami probably this IS cents also pro
Vided a commission for the guide.

Momi of our partv had considerable
tro able with their guides One got
Into a rumpus with his guide al the
end of the day as Io his payment and
during 'he debate iver 1900 was stolen
from him, wiii, i, made the day's trip
rather expensive i eraonally, i never
have hnd any trouble with guides for
the reason that i always make n

practice Of selecting a small boy and
I pass Ibis SUgiteatlnn on lo others
Alwayi select foi a guide some one so
small that "u an spank him it any
ai- - men's ne apt to oomg UB, Hy
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ull means never employ a
large as yourself.

Like the fruits, vegetables
and parrots, labor Is cheap
(ienernl labor is 24 cents
being possible to hire all thl
desire for this sum. and the)
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monkeys
In Hayti.

a day. it
nu n Oil

will work
a good long day at that The labor
void of any mentality. If skilled
Is denlred, that Is, carpenters. Stone
unisons, Ac, about fi'i cents per day
must lie paid, but the best llaytlnn
laborer la inferior to our youngest
apprentice.

of course, when I refer to prli es it
Is American gold that I have In mind
The Haytlan money is rather a
nebulous i y II is up
and it is down I heurd "f
a traveller who once had a twenty
dollar bill changed into liuyllllll
money and he wan obliged to buy
basket in which to lake the change
back to the boat. Hy all mfuns when
Vlaiting Ibis Island accept onh Ameri-
can or ECnglish ourrencj

Not only are Uaytlun fruits and
Haytlan currency to be se, n every"
where, but also liavii.iti children.
After my business bad
an hour or ho to walk through the
residential section down by the water,
wh.re the houses consist of one or
two rooms, and I should say that
every family had at least tilt, eii
Children, These children were mostly
naked, although they did have on tho
provi i bial smile

Kpeaklng Of houses reminds me of
chimneys. Out of I. l.e
10,000 buildings In the city tho Only
one which had a chimney waa the
cathedral, The oooklng is don,, on
the back porch with a sort of small
charcoal stove, although the Standard
oil Company is now introducing oil
stoves, in this connection let me sh
that I was told that it was impossible
for the oil companies io gel the Hay-

tiana to purchase nil until the. pui
UP 111 a certain form of can will h lb,
natives could carry on their heels

Probably the oil adopted
this Idea from thai American co o . in
which sells lin Hour In hags capable of
being used n shins
saw natlvag with the name of a cer-
tain brand of Hour printed in red le-
tters on the hack of their shirts. Upon
inquiring as to the willingness of the
natives to ins thus used for
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water front at Port an Prince.

Above A native vegetable seller.

irp es I wn.s Informed that they
iilt eating breadfruit ajid yams and

bought American flour for the prl-mn-

purpose of obtaining these bags
for use as shirts'

H leving that this same principle
could be used In packing other goods.
I pass it slot e to naders who are In-

terested in developing export trade to
the West Indies or Centra! and South
A met lea.

Speaking of fiHids, I wonder if
i.aders recognlae what an Important
funotion the banana and eocoanut
play ill these southern countries. The
banana of course Is ever present. It
being used for breakfast, dinner and
BUppi r. The green bananas nre boiled
as eg, tables, the ripe bananas are
li' ind medium bananas are used
for various other purposes. The... ...i. nits aupply food, milk, oil nnd
straw besides another very useful
a: c.e. namely, fertilizer

i was much Interested in the
met hod. 1 of conservation used by these
Itnytinrs. For Instance, the boy and
his do k v are fed at the same time

iih lie same fMid. Kor every
donkey which a Haytlan has he em-pln-

a donkey boy, and when It comes
meal time he gives the donkey boy a
piece of sugar enne.

The donkey boy and the donkey
thereupon gel In the shade of a build

ROCKING GRANDPA BY MOTOR
A HTATKN ISLAM) man named

Oeorge Moore recently Invented
a rocking chair rocker thut
never

in Wushlngi
i ...ii raged by
I' More.
trui'ted the

Moore the
known as u

house he has a

ears has whiled

The

r ached the Patent mice
in. The inventor wa.s dls- -

his grandfather Samuel
for whom he had con- -
rocker.

unger has always been
tinkerer. Mack of the

workshop and f,,r
away many an hour

putting iliiiiu--s together 'hat never
brought him any return save the satis- -
fuctini he felt in I'onatructlng them

Grandfather Moon- has always had
the habit of violently rocking his
rocking chair on the porch. First
llrendson UiMra Invented a rocker
silencer, so ihai the old man could
i ok SWa) lo liu heart's content and

ing and the boy begins to strip the
sugar cane with his teeth. Ho com
mencen chewing the cane, obtaining
what Juice he can therefrom, lb
then removel the refuse from I, s
mouth, giving it to the donkey Tho.
the same sticks of sugar cane feed the
boy nnd the donkey, both having a
good meal and being happv. About
one-four- th "f a rent's worth of sucar
cane serves this purpose nnd lion., of
It is wasted In the same way (te-

nuis are used and various other uni-
ties of food.

it ts intereating i" see how the for-es- ts

,,f the island provide almost every-
thing for the use of man The funda-
mental rensou why these people are
inxy is really because they do nni need
to work. There are produi i of the
forest which seem to supply evcrv
want. I even saw soap b rrles for
Kile. They nre berries w hich, if wrung
between the hands,
substance which is

provide
(I pelf,

a soapv
t aubstl- -

tute,
i The only thing l noticed li Hayti
which truly seemed extravagant Were
the boats used by some of the i iitlvi --

These were made of mahogany, sup
pose every one has hear,' of Han to
Domingo mahogany, for mahogany
trees are said to be more plentiful on
the Island than are spruce trees n

northern Maine. Certainly it seems so

never get on anybody's nerves The
cider Mr. Moore did not seem I,, mke
iih much pleasure In rocking BS bjrm-erly- ,

but nobody commented n the
fad at the time.

A few days ago Uratldson Mo re,
while (irandfather Moor,, was down at
the post ottice. attached a small motor
to the recking chair In auch a way
that by connecting the win s the chair
could be set going like a seasaw,
When the elder Mr M ..re returned
and look his favorite seal, the char
began to pitch bill! hack and forth
Without an ounce of effort n his pan

I lid he feel grateful T Not at all
He left the chair. Kicked the motor
contrivance and told his annuls n
what he thought of ll

"Don't ye know niv pleasure la in
risking myaelfT" he cried.

CuDyriaht IntsrAatiotMi nch asrvjc.

wnen one f

tives havi '
that poorest na- -

out ma- -

hognny.
Moreover, tiose must be made

from splendid loirs, for each boat con-

sists of on.- i.,g simply h dlowed out.
Hist w.th a n ac and then with a
chisel, w.th the onda and bottom prop- -

erly ah
harbor
get her
port. it. ,

i ii her
learns u

entile f

iped, In o
be f. a

with larger
a ia almost

the
of

d

sailboat
rely

n small bi mis or
f d wkeye, 'mi th. iii-

ioii s and
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In add
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asked
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II. ill.
and ni"-- t
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trading ami dim itlc

pack

I

present

know

r. an
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vart"
price
may

as is
v

VVh) there
llli
11,1.

ll nil ho travel
have round lllal lixed prices ex.st only
iii the temperate aune; that ihe fur- -

ther north one oe the more firmly
prices arc held, while the nearer the
equator one the more necessary
u is to dlcki r ir d trade,

The railroad wrvlce in Hayti is verv
poor, bin there is one consoling fea-
ture, in In. thai there la very little
of it. Tin r is .me line whit h operates
from port uq I'rlnc ann it sixtv-sl- x

miles into the country and will une
day concert with t'npe Haytlan, which
Is aboul lot miles distant There are
also two nther short In- - on tl'' Isi- -

and which have Utvn ttnanood by
Americana,

The trains run at Irregular Inter-
vals and the accommodations are very
poor. I remember meeting an Ameri-
can and his wife, very proper people
from Connecticut, who attempted to
ride Inland on one of these railroads
to visit a relative who waa a Consul.
There waa only one passenger car on

their train, which car was exceedingly
crowded; for, In addition to the regular
travel which had been accumulatln',-fo- r

aome days, what should pile In at
the Inert moment but an Italian opera
troupe containing from twenty to
thirty jolly girls.

As there were about twice as many
people in the car as there were seats,
the getting seated caused commotion
,... ,1.1b . . .nlhlnv to H'hat ll :l I IfWI Tied .....,.,

, aavantagra
the first r.atured and

bull fighter, with re- - , ro
voiver niieu n n , Illustrate the
boarded tne train una insisreo uteju I dlttons
having a seat. was no objec
tion on the part of the passengers to
his having a seat; and, In fact, all
rose at once to give him a scot.

his seemed civilization, namely,
orne to the front, and he insisted that

even' one else should sit down. Un
f irtunately, under the circumstances
the passengers were not all so willing
o sit down as they were to rise; bill

he waa determined that every one'
should a seat, and thereupon
threatened to shoot any one who stood
up. I cannot tell the story as did the
poor Connecticut lady, had never
l,efore been out of New England; but

i between his threatening to shoot every
one who up and to hug every,

sat down, addition to permitted
the consumed Constitution to

great Is

national railroad unlimited democracy
Hayti. to

I do nrt like to tell about oppor-
tunities for getting gold, silver and

when a

d

black

a It

country.
experience mining been

f"r ,h'' n

obtained them.
while "M had hundred

was looking for 'ort.
however. generally that People

...Havtt is mm- -

eoiintev POTtUnltlea

ent Very little mining is
carried on and yet natives
continually bringing from moun-
tains nuggets of excellent
specimens of silver, and Iron

Certainly Columbus found gold on
the Island, the Siionlards. working
iu their crude curried mil-

lions of dollars worth the precious
metal. Therefore, there be tre-
mendous unities for mining on
the island of Hayti. However,

overground appeals to
what is underground. I espe-
cially Impressed the virgin for-

ests which contain valu-
able o wood. Mahogany Is com-
mon, and ! found
cedar, logWOodi fustic rubber,
pine and dyewood,

tiaytt'l possibilities do rest
her mining nnd timber prospects

greatest of
Island, my i ti e wonderful
soil- - loam extending from one two

In loam almost any-
thing can be grown Tropical fruits

Vegetables every description
may be raised on this Island.

only is the soil perfect but by
going lo different elevations almost
nny of climate run lie enjoyed
Tropical products as coffee and
cocoanilts can be raised In the low-
lands, frulls requiring les heat,
as oranges grapefruit, WO., can
raised on the higher landa, while In
the moil' strawberries,

and cabbages and potatoes
wonderful luxuriance,

potatoes which so large
I io, ild barely lift However,
the principal producta now are sugar

ine, cacao, cocoanuta, coffee, vanilla

1 ii t i also enjoyg splendid cli-

mate, temperature varying from
Tn to 10 degrees throughout tho year;
it is hot In sun. but In
the while Ihe ever present
trade winds continually across
the island. therefore seems tu me
thai so fur as con-
cern! this Island is the garden
of the Certainly it have

so when found li. the
sore spots on t are those

made b) the hand uf man
Not only is island in soil

land climate, a fair amount of
rainfall, It with a
her of excellent harbors. great
' about South America, especially
the northern coast, m of good

This applies to Central
America and many of the islands of
Ihe I miles group

Islam's of nnd llavtl.
however. wonderful
natural harbors, although In the
if Hayti only a of these
have in developed It
s, ems almost a dream,
short from York is

Soil Wonderfully Rich-Maho- gany

So Plenti-
ful That Natives Use
It to Make Their
Boats

only hy a handful of natives living latwo or three huts. On the extreme)
northwestern corner of Hayti, only
few mllea from tho eastern end ofCuba, Is an example of one of theaaexcellent harbors, known as Port daPalx.

Rome day a Mfl city ts eer'aln to bej
located here a rn'.lr.md will runfiom port directly ac-o- theIsland to a similar port nt he extremeeastern end, which la nls., nt present
undeveloped. It is now possible totake a train from New V rk toWest, ferry across to Havana
travel by the whole length ofCuba to the eastern Only a fewhours sail would bring '.tie from the

terminus of he rail-
road this beau' f ,,,
de Palx. If there were . rnai
railroad one could reach Porto Hlco
in a hours five i earsnow this will ,. the q .., keatto to Porto Itlco h anow rapidly devel ipl ,. ...

P , nltndStates control, However t develop,ment along line tins .. Kf.nplace and lOCgtlO , for , va .able
in io... nsirnjr o rm t a,.

now oe oht ni rl

$100.
This s simply one nf n ua

traUona which 1 could giv ,Mopportunities exist. nt In thli ora soioier or ronune w

there with little cnp.tal True
no place for American w rm
..V.0.1-.- ,-"i .ooreovcr. ar :t,
succeeds here he
French with
colored people

j man going 10 this
continually Keep m
and belongs to the blacki
can win only by working

must

ha
ka.

iui wie KS ail, as Ki
work The ., , .eman can develop Island f Hayti

In the spirit m wnj h he a iddevelop a Southern Bl Ite of r
country is wrong The bit k. ofHayti cannot Ik treated liki thl bla k.i
of America.

I tried to give a brief Recount
or tnis great IMdeve! p...... getner lis and

at stop. Here a gwsl vantages, opportunities
full of liquor, a b..;.s. t;lv v.;.

ana a Den nn stories to un

There

have

stoisl

even

from
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